Environmental Philosophy 
Winter 2012

W 6-8:50pm

Professor: Aaron Simmons
Email: simmonsa@gvsu.edu

Office: MAK-B-3-225

Office hours: MWF 12:30-1:30pm (or by appointment)
Course Synopsis
Environmental philosophy is the study of how humans should live in relation to the natural environment.  Among the questions we will examine in this course are the following:
· What obligations do we have to distant future generations of humans when it comes to issues like pollution, population growth, resource consumption, and climate change?

· Is it ethical to kill animals for purposes of food or ecological preservation?

· Should we have reverence for all forms of life, including those life forms like plants which are not conscious and cannot feel?

· Is nature valuable only insofar as it benefits human beings, or does nature have intrinsic value—value in itself, independent of humans?  

· Why should we care about preserving species or wilderness areas? What does it mean for something to be “natural” and why is it good?  To what extent are wilderness areas truly “wild”?

· Are there important connections between environmental degradation and forms of human oppression like sexism, racism, and classism?
· To what extent can Eastern and Western religious values play a role in addressing environmental problems?
.  
Grading 

Papers


You will be required to write three papers.  In these papers, you will be asked to analyze and evaluate readings from the course and construct an in-depth argument for some philosophical position.  Possible paper topics and guidelines will be handed out and discussed in class.  The first paper should be 3-4 pages in length (1000-1400 words) and will count for 10% of your final grade.  The other two papers should be 5-7 pages in length (1700-2500 words).  Each of the longer papers counts for 25% of your final grade.  Due dates for all the papers are listed in the schedule below.  
Final Exam

At the end of the semester, there will be a final exam covering all of the material from the semester.  The exam will consist of multiple choice or short answer questions.  I will hand out a review sheet that will tell you what things you need to know for the exam.  The exam counts for 25% of your final grade.  

Attendance, Participation, Preparation, & Effort (APPE)

Your attendance, participation, preparation, and effort in this class will count for 15% of your final grade.  At the end of the course, I will assign a letter grade to this area of your class performance.  To do well in this area of your grade, you must have not only good attendance but also good participation, preparation, and effort.  
Good participation in this course includes two things.  First, I expect everyone to contribute regularly to class discussions.  Second, prior to each class period, everyone must post a short response to the week’s reading assignment on the discussion page I have set up online (on Facebook).  Your response should do two things.  One, it should express an opinion you have on some issue raised in the readings for that week and you should offer some reasoning behind your opinion.  You can agree with an author’s point or make a critique.  Two, you should pose one question regarding the readings.  Your question can be a question for debate or a question about something that is unclear to you from the readings.  It can be anything you are wondering about.  
The purpose of these responses is to generate a discussion that potentially we can carry into the class period.  I encourage you to read others’ responses and to comment on them (before and after class) if you have interesting thoughts to share.  Please keep everything respectful.  Your weekly response should be posted, at the latest, on the night before class, but I encourage everyone to post earlier in the week so that there is more time to read everyone’s responses.  Participation in class and online will be evaluated not merely on how often you participate but also on the quality of your participation.
Grade Breakdown

1. Short paper

10%

2. Long paper #1

25%

3. Long paper #2

25%

4. Final exam

25%

5. APPE


15%

Texts

1. Environmental Ethics, 5th edition, edited by Louis & Paul Pojman

2. Readings on Blackboard (B)
Tentative Schedule
Week One 
1/11 – Introduction
Moral theory + last person experiment

Week Two 
1/18 – Future People
Gardiner, “Ethics and Global Climate Change” pp. 573-84
Pew Center on Climate Change, “Understanding the Causes of Global Climate Change” pp. 569-73

Golding, “Obligations to Future Generations” pp. 357-64
Garvey, “Climate Change and Causal Inefficacy: Why Go Green When It Makes No Difference?” (B)
Week Three
1/25 – Animals 

Regan, “The Radical Egalitarian Case for Animal Rights” pp. 82-90

Singer, “A Utilitarian Defense of Animal Liberation” pp. 73-81
Scruton, “The Moral Status of Animals” (B)
Singer, “Speciesism Today” (B)
Week Four
2/1 – Biocentrism
Schweitzer, “Reverence for Life” pp. 131-8
Goodpaster, “On Being Morally Considerable” pp. 154-62
Taylor, “Biocentric Egalitarianism” pp. 139-53
Paper #1 due 

Week Five
2/8 – The Land Ethic 

Callicott, “Animal Liberation: A Triangular Affair” (B)
Regan, “Animal Rights & Environmental Ethics: An Aside” (B)
Week Six
2/15 – The Land Ethic 

Leopold, “The Land Ethic” pp. 163-72
Callicott, “The Conceptual Foundations of the Land Ethic” pp. 173-85
Hettinger & Throop, “Refocusing Ecocentrism” pp. 186-99
Week Seven
2/22 – The Value of Species
Meadows, “Biodiversity: The Key to Saving Life on Earth” pp. 267-9
Russow, “Why Do Species Matter?” pp. 269-76
Rolston, “Duties to Endangered Species” (B)

Week Eight
2/29 – Wilderness 

Nelson, “The Great New Wilderness Debate” pp. 200-7
Guha, “Radical Environmentalism and Wilderness Preservation” pp. 338-45
Katz, “The Call of the Wild” (B)
Week Nine
3/7 – No class (Spring Break)

Week Ten
3/14 – Environmental Aesthetics
Rolston, “From Beauty to Duty: Aesthetics of Nature and Environmental Ethics” (B)
Hettinger, “Objectivity in Environmental Aesthetics and Environmental Protection” (B)
Paper #2 due 
Week Eleven
3/21 – Ecofeminism 

K. Warren, “The Power and the Promise of Ecological Feminism” pp. 33-45
Merchant, “The Death of Nature” (B)
Week Twelve

3/28 – Feminism and Animals 
Adams, Selection from “The Sexual Politics of Meat” (B)
Week Thirteen
4/4 – Environmental Justice
Bullard, “Overcoming Racism in Environmental Decision Making” pp. 644-56
Wenz, “Just Garbage: The Problem of Environmental Racism” pp. 667-75
Westra, “Environmental Risks, Rights, and the Failure of Liberal Democracy” pp. 683-98
Week Fourteen
4/11 – Environmental Virtue Ethics
Hill, “Ideals of Human Excellence and Preserving Natural Environments” (B)
Wenz, “Synergistic Environmental Virtues: Consumerism and Human Flourishing” (B)
Gambrel and Cafaro, “The Virtue of Simplicity” (B)

Week Fifteen

4/18 – Religion and the Environment 
White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis” pp. 14-21
Dobel, “The Judeo-Christian Stewardship Attitude to Nature” pp. 28-32
Dwivedi, “Satyagraha for Conservation: Awakening the Spirit of Hinduism” pp. 310-18
De Silva, “The Buddhist Attitude towards Nature” pp. 319-23
Paper #3 due 
Exam Week

4/25 – Final Exam, 6-7:50pm
