Group Project Case Descriptions

Bioethics

Confidentiality and Privacy 

1. Anonymous Gamete Donation – New laws seek to ban the anonymous donation of sperm and eggs, so that children can someday learn their donors’ medical  histories and full names
Truth-Telling

2. Nondisclosure of Alzheimer’s – A recent survey reveals that many doctors don’t tell patients they have Alzheimer’s disease

Refusal of Treatment

3. Prayer Healing – Christian Scientist parents refuse modern medical care for their children, opting instead to heal their children through prayer

4. Vaccine Skeptics – Parents object to their children being vaccinated based on the belief that vaccinations may cause disorders such as autism

5. Mary C. Northern – A woman suffering from gangrene refuses to have her limbs amputated; doctors argue that the woman is not competent and should receive the amputation despite her wishes

Medical Research

6. UCLA Schizophrenia Study – Researchers at UCLA are charged with failing to get proper consent from schizophrenic patients in an experiment in which they were taken off their medication and allowed to suffer severe relapses

7. HIV Research in Haiti – American researchers study the blood of Haitians who have unprotected sex with an HIV-infected partner but have resisted infection themselves so far, in order to find out whether some people have natural protections against HIV
8. Sham Surgery – Studies are done to determine the effectiveness of placebo surgeries on actual patients

Informed Consent – Miscellaneous 

9. Dead Man’s Sperm – Israeli grandparents seek the right to use sperm taken from their dead son, while he was in a coma, to produce grandchildren

10. Sex and Dementia – A 78-year old man is charged with sexual abuse for having sex with his wife, an Alzheimer’s patient in a nursing home; staff members had told him they believed she was mentally unable to agree to sex

11. Sterilizing the Mentally Disabled – Some parents defend sterilizing their disabled children on the grounds that it improves the quality of life for the children and the parents

Organ Donation

12. Presumed Consent and Organ Donation – The former Prime Minister of the UK supports changing the organ donation system so that everyone is automatically an organ donor unless they choose to opt out

13. Selling Kidneys – Should people be allowed to sell their own kidneys to people who need them?

Contested Procedures

14. Cochlear Implants for Children – Members of the deaf community question the appropriateness of giving deaf infants cochlear implants that would allow the infants to hear better

15. Intersex Babies – Ethical questions are raised about performing surgery on intersex babies in order to make them male or female

16. Designing Disabled Babies – Some parents are genetically designing their children to ensure that they will have the parents’ disabilities, such as deafness or dwarfism 

17. Male Circumcision – Is it ethical to circumcise male babies?  Proposed laws in Germany and San Francisco seek to ban circumcision of male infants

Euthanasia

18. British Stroke Victim – A British stroke victim paralyzed from the neck down and suffering from locked-in syndrome fights for the right to end his life through active euthanasia

19. Euthanasia for the Depressed – A euthanasia clinic in the Netherlands helps the chronically depressed end their lives

20. Euthanasia for Children in Belgium – Belgium passes a law that extends the right to euthanasia for minors

21. Baby Euthanasia – Two parents in the Netherlands seek to euthanize their baby daughter who suffers from a painful bone development abnormality

Abortion 
22. Late Term Abortion Ban – Many US states have been passing laws banning late-term abortions except in special circumstances

