Philosophy Paper Guidelines
What Is the Point of a Philosophy Paper?
The main purpose of a philosophy paper is to make an argument for some philosophical view.  Your argument should be the strongest one that you can make in defense of your view, within the allotted space of the paper.  

The Basic Structure of Your Paper
The Title

The title of your paper should be relevant to the overall point you will make in the paper, giving the reader some idea of what to expect from your paper.

Introduction & Thesis

Your philosophy paper should begin with a brief introduction.  In your introduction, you should do the following: (a) briefly present the particular issue that your paper is about, (b) state your thesis – this is the view that you will be defending in your paper; the main point of the rest of your paper will be to make an argument for this view, and (c) give a brief, general sketch or preview of the argument you will make in your paper; this can help you organize your own thoughts and will help make your argument clearer to the reader.  Your thesis should be fairly specific, narrow enough as to be reasonably defended within the length parameters of the paper, and make an interesting assertion over which reasonable people might disagree. 
Exposition
After your intro, you should begin by clearly and thoroughly explaining the main philosophical issue that your paper is dealing with as well as any major arguments that you will be addressing in your paper.  For example, if your paper is critiquing a particular author’s argument or responding to a debate between two authors, you should explain in detail what the relevant arguments are.  Your explanations should be accurate and unbiased.  At this point, you are not yet making your argument.  
Making Your Argument

The rest of your paper should be devoted to making the strongest argument possible for your thesis.  In making your argument, you are trying to give readers reasons why they should think that your view is correct.  Each step of your argument should be clearly and carefully explained.  If the premises of your argument are controversial, you should give further reasons for why we should think they are correct.  Good arguments are ones where the premises of your argument are true and the premises strongly support the conclusion.  

In making your argument, you should try to address the best objections to your ideas, explaining to readers how your argument can overcome the objections or how the objections are incorrect.  This will make your argument stronger.  Moreover, sometimes consideration of others’ objections helps us to realize that our own arguments are inadequate.  
Conclusion

Briefly summarize the main line of argument you have made in your paper and what its implications are for the issue at hand.  The conclusion gives you a final chance to make it clear to the reader what the main points of your argument are.  If you have room, you might also mention some of the questions relevant to the issue at hand that your paper has not been able to address in the space provided.  

Quoting, Citing, and Plagiarizing

To quote something is to use someone’s exact words in your own writing.  You should use quotations only for good reasons—for example, if it is important to show how the author makes his or her point or to prove you are being honest in your representation of an author’s view.  Do not resort to excessive quoting.  Quotes should be contained within quotation marks and you must cite the author and text from which the quote originates.  Sources should be cited using footnotes.  Footnotes should be formatted using the “Chicago style,” as illustrated in the accompanying handout.  A separate “Works Cited” page should be attached to the end of your paper.
Plagiarism is theft of someone else’s words or ideas and is a serious academic offense.  You steal another’s ideas or words when you use them in your own work without acknowledging their true source.  This includes using another’s exact words without enclosing them in quotation marks or without acknowledging the author of the quote.  You are also guilty of plagiarism if you paraphrase (loosely quote) or summarize another’s work without acknowledging it.  Plagiarism does not apply to material that is considered common knowledge (facts that are generally well known among experts in the field).  
Grading Criteria
Understanding of the Issues

How well do you explain and reflect knowledge of the philosophical issues and ideas relevant to your paper?  I will be looking for accuracy, clarity, comprehensiveness (how well you cover all the relevant points), depth of understanding, conciseness, and your ability to explain ideas in your own words.

Quality of Argument

How good of an argument do you make in support of a particular philosophical position?  How well are you reflecting on the material in a critical fashion?  Your argument should be clear and well supported.  Moreover, you should try to address the most important objections to your argument.  To some extent, I will also consider the originality of your argument.  I do not expect you to come up with wholly original arguments that no one has ever thought of before.  However, you should do more than merely repeat what you have read or heard in class.  Your paper should demonstrate that you are thinking independently and critically about the issues and arguments.  
Grammar, Spelling, & Organization

If your writing is poor in terms of grammar and spelling, then it deteriorates from the quality of your paper and makes it difficult to assess the content of your paper.  I will also be looking at the organization of your paper, which should give your paper a smooth flow, and should follow the basic guidelines I’ve presented.  

